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IIT Bhubaneswar hosted the International Conference on Thought, Perception and Reality (ICTPR 2025),
organised by the School of Humanities, Social Sciences, and Management in collaboration with the
Bhaktivedanta Institute.

Distinguished Guests

The inaugural session featured Prof. Andrew Briggs, Emeritus Professor of Nanomaterials, University of
Oxford, as Chief Guest. Prof. (Dr.) Ashok Kumar Mahapatra, Padma Shri Awardee and former Chair of
AIIMS Delhi, joined as the Guest of Honour. Prof. Shreepad Karmalkar, Director of IIT Bhubaneswar, and
Shri Vasudeva Rao, President of the Bhaktivedanta Institute, Kolkata, also addressed the gathering.
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Prof. Karmalkar welcomed participants and highlighted the institution’s strength in discipline, research
rigour, and integrity. He emphasised that leadership must align institutional reality with shared perception
through high standards and transparent feedback.

Intellectual Reflections

Prof. Briggs explored the relationship between perception and reality, drawing insights from quantum
theory. He explained how subjective choices influence objective reality and connected scientific knowledge
with spiritual wisdom. He also raised questions about values guiding artificial intelligence and the
possibility of moral reality.

Prof. Mahapatra emphasised the importance of consciousness studies and ethical responsibility. He noted
that medical professionals trained in public institutions must serve society with reflective thinking and
commitment.

Shri Vasudeva Rao presented the vision of the Bhaktivedanta Institute. He stressed the intersection of
science, philosophy, and spirituality, invoking Maurice Merleau-Ponty to show that science without
philosophy lacks clarity. He called for an integrative approach to understanding consciousness.

Conference Highlights

Dr Sreetama Misra and Dr Aparna Pandey of IIT Bhubaneswar, along with Shri Jitun Dhal of the
Bhaktivedanta Institute, convened the conference. The Book of Abstracts was released during the inaugural
ceremony. ICTPR 2025 will continue for two days, fostering dialogue between philosophy, science, and
consciousness studies. The event reaffirms IIT Bhubaneswar’s commitment to interdisciplinary research
and global intellectual exchange.
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Bhubaneswar, 27" December 2025: The School of Humanities, Social Sciences, and Management
(SHSSM), Indian Institute of Technology Bhubaneswar, in collaboration with the Centre for Foundation of
Science and Consciousness, Bhaktivedanta Institute, Bhubaneswar, inaugurated the International
Conference on Thought, Perception and Reality (ICTPR 2025) on 27" December 2025.

The inaugural session was graced by the Chief Guest, Prof. Andrew Briggs, Emeritus Professor of
Nanomaterials, University of Oxford; the Guest of Honour, Prof. (Dr.) Ashok Kumar Mahapatra, Padma
Shri Awardee (2025) and former Chair, AIIMS Delhi; Prof. Shreepad Karmalkar, Director, IIT
Bhubaneswar and Shri Vasudeva Rao, President, Bhaktivedanta Institute, Kolkata.

Welcoming the participants, Prof. Shreepad Karmalkar highlighted IIT Bhubaneswar’s unique campus
ecosystem and noted that the true strength of an institution lies beyond infrastructure, in its “collective
discipline, research rigour, and integrity of habits.” Drawing from Indian and Western philosophical
traditions, he emphasised that effective academic leadership depends on aligning institutional reality with
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shared perception through rigorous standards and transparent feedback, transforming compliance into
meaningful contribution.

The conference brought together eminent scholars, academicians, and thinkers to engage in cross-
disciplinary reflections on the nature of thought, perception, and reality, spanning philosophy, psychology,
science, consciousness studies, and the humanities. Chief Guest, Prof. Briggs, reflected on the relationship
between perception and reality, drawing insights from quantum theory to highlight the observer effect and
inherent indeterminacy. He emphasised how subjective choices can shape objective reality, drawing
connections between scientific insight and spiritual wisdom in a seemingly random world. He further raised
critical questions about the values that will guide artificial intelligence and the possibility of moral reality,
reinforcing the central theme of thought, perception, and reality. Guest of Honour Prof. (Dr.) Mahapatra
reflected on the contemporary relevance of consciousness studies and ethical inquiry. Drawing on the
example of medical professionals trained in public institutions, he underscored the ethical responsibility of
serving society and humanity, noting that while perceptions may vary, reflective thinking remains central
to meaningful action and social commitment towards the motherland.

A brief address on the vision and activities of the Bhaktivedanta Institute was delivered by Shri Vasudev
Rao. In his brief remark, he highlighted the contemporary relevance of the conference theme, which lies at
the intersection of science, philosophy, and spirituality. Invoking Maurice Merleau-Ponty, he noted that
without philosophy, science lacks clarity about its own discourse. Emphasising consciousness as a central
mystery, he underscored the need for an open, integrative approach to understanding thought, perception,
and reality.

The conference is being convened by Dr. Sreetama Misra (Philosophy) and Dr. Aparna Pandey
(Psychology), Assistant Professors at IIT Bhubaneswar, along with Shri Jitun Dhal, Director, Bhaktivedanta
Institute Bhubaneswar. The Book of Abstracts for ICTPR 2025 was formally released during the inaugural
ceremony.

In the coming two days, the conference promises intellectual deliberations and interdisciplinary
collaborations. ICTPR 2025 marks a significant academic event, fostering meaningful dialogue between
philosophy, science, and consciousness studies. The conference reaffirms IIT Bhubaneswar’s commitment
to promoting interdisciplinary research and intellectual exchange at both national and international levels.
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Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: The School of Humanities, Social Sciences, and Management (SHSSM), Indian
Institute of Technology Bhubaneswar, in collaboration with the Centre for Foundation of Science and
Consciousness, Bhaktivedanta Institute, Bhubaneswar, inaugurated the International Conference on
Thought, Perception and Reality (ICTPR 2025) today.

The inaugural session was graced by Andrew Briggs, Emeritus Professor of Nanomaterials, University of
Oxford; Prof. (Dr.) Ashok Kumar Mahapatra, Padma Shri Awardee (2025) and former Chair, AIIMS Delhi;
Prof. Shreepad Karmalkar, Director, IIT Bhubaneswar and Vasudeva Rao, President, Bhaktivedanta
Institute, Kolkata.

Welcoming the participants, Shreepad Karmalkar highlighted IIT Bhubaneswar’s unique campus
ecosystem and noted that the true strength of an institution lies beyond infrastructure, in its “collective
discipline, research rigour, and integrity of habits.”
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Drawing from Indian and western philosophical traditions, he emphasised that effective academic
leadership depends on aligning institutional reality with shared perception through rigorous standards and
transparent feedback, transforming compliance into meaningful contribution.

The conference brought together eminent scholars, academicians, and thinkers to engage in cross-
disciplinary reflections on the nature of thought, perception, and reality, spanning philosophy, psychology,
science, consciousness studies, and the humanities.

Prof. Briggs reflected on the relationship between perception and reality, drawing insights from quantum
theory to highlight the observer effect and inherent indeterminacy.

He emphasised how subjective choices can shape objective reality, drawing connections between scientific
insight and spiritual wisdom in a seemingly random world. He further raised critical questions about the
values that will guide artificial intelligence and the possibility of moral reality, reinforcing the central theme
of thought, perception, and reality.

Mahapatra reflected on the contemporary relevance of consciousness studies and ethical inquiry.

Drawing on the example of medical professionals trained in public institutions, he underscored the ethical
responsibility of serving society and humanity, noting that while perceptions may vary, reflective thinking
remains central to meaningful action and social commitment towards the motherland.

A brief address on the vision and activities of the Bhaktivedanta Institute was delivered by Vasudev Rao.
In his brief remark, he highlighted the contemporary relevance of the conference theme, which lies at the
intersection of science, philosophy, and spirituality. Invoking Maurice Merleau-Ponty, he noted that
without philosophy, science lacks clarity about its own discourse.

Emphasising consciousness as a central mystery, he underscored the need for an open, integrative approach
to understanding thought, perception, and reality.

The conference is being convened by Dr. Sreetama Misra (Philosophy) and Dr. Aparna Pandey
(Psychology), Assistant Professors at IIT Bhubaneswar, along with Jitun Dhal, Director, Bhaktivedanta
Institute Bhubaneswar. The Book of Abstracts for ICTPR 2025 was formally released during the inaugural
ceremony.

In the coming two days, the conference promises intellectual deliberations and interdisciplinary
collaborations. ICTPR 2025 marks a significant academic event, fostering meaningful dialogue between
philosophy, science, and consciousness studies. The conference reaffirms IIT Bhubaneswar’s commitment
to promoting interdisciplinary research and intellectual exchange at both national and international levels.
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27tR-28th December, 2025

Bhubaneswar : The School of Humanities, Social Sciences, and Management (SHSSM), Indian Institute of
Technology Bhubaneswar, in collaboration with the Centre for Foundation of Science and
Consciousness, Bhaktivedanta Institute, Bhubaneswar, inaugurated the International Conference on
Thought, Perception and Reality (ICTPR 2025) on 27" December 2025.

The inaugural session was graced by the Chief Guest, Prof. Andrew Briggs, Emeritus Professor of
Nanomaterials, University of Oxford; the Guest of Honour, Prof. (Dr.) Ashok Kumar Mahapatra, Padma
Shri Awardee (2025) and former Chair, AIIMS Delhi; Prof. Shreepad Karmalkar, Director, IIT
Bhubaneswar and Shri Vasudeva Rao, President, Bhaktivedanta Institute, Kolkata.

Welcoming the participants, Prof. Shreepad Karmalkar highlighted IIT Bhubaneswar’s unique campus
ecosystem and noted that the true strength of an institution lies beyond infrastructure, in its “collective
discipline, research rigour, and integrity of habits.” Drawing from Indian and Western philosophical
traditions, he emphasised that effective academic leadership depends on aligning institutional reality with
shared perception through rigorous standards and transparent feedback, transforming compliance into
meaningful contribution.

The conference brought together eminent scholars, academicians, and thinkers to engage in cross-
disciplinary reflections on the nature of thought, perception, and reality, spanning philosophy,
psychology, science, consciousness studies, and the humanities. Chief Guest, Prof. Briggs, reflected on
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the relationship between perception and reality, drawing insights from quantum theory to highlight the
observer effect and inherent indeterminacy. He emphasised how subjective choices can shape objective
reality, drawing connections between scientific insight and spiritual wisdom in a seemingly random
world. He further raised critical questions about the values that will guide artificial intelligence and the
possibility of moral reality, reinforcing the central theme of thought, perception, and reality. Guest of
Honour Prof. (Dr.) Mahapatra reflected on the contemporary relevance of consciousness studies and
ethical inquiry. Drawing on the example of medical professionals trained in public institutions, he
underscored the ethical responsibility of serving society and humanity, noting that while perceptions may
vary, reflective thinking remains central to meaningful action and social commitment towards the
motherland.

A brief address on the vision and activities of the Bhaktivedanta Institute was delivered by Shri Vasudev
Rao. In his brief remark, he highlighted the contemporary relevance of the conference theme, which lies
at the intersection of science, philosophy, and spirituality. Invoking Maurice Merleau-Ponty, he noted that
without philosophy, science lacks clarity about its own discourse. Emphasising consciousness as a central
mystery, he underscored the need for an open, integrative approach to understanding thought, perception,
and reality.

-- Advertisement --

The conference is being convened by Dr. Sreetama Misra (Philosophy) and Dr. Aparna Pandey
(Psychology), Assistant Professors at IIT Bhubaneswar, along with Shri Jitun Dhal, Director,
Bhaktivedanta Institute Bhubaneswar. The Book of Abstracts for ICTPR 2025 was formally released
during the inaugural ceremony.

In the coming two days, the conference promises intellectual deliberations and interdisciplinary
collaborations. ICTPR 2025 marks a significant academic event, fostering meaningful dialogue between
philosophy, science, and consciousness studies. The conference reaffirms IIT Bhubaneswar’s
commitment to promoting interdisciplinary research and intellectual exchange at both national and
international levels.
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IIT Host conf on Thought, Perception and Reality

Scholars examine
intersections of
science,
philosophy;,
consciousness
RAJEEV RATHAN ® Bhubaneswar

Thc IIT Bhubaneswar
hosted an 'International Con-
ference on Thought, Percep-
tion and Reality (ICTPR 2025)'
on Saturday organised by its
School of Humanities, Social
Sciences and Management in
collaboration with the
Bhaktivedanta Institute. The
two-day conference brought
together scholars and think-
ers to explore the relationship
between science, philosophy,
perception and consciousness.

The inaugural session fea-
tured Emeritus Prof of
Nanomaterials at the Univer-
sity of Oxford. Prof Andrew
Briggs was the chief guest
while Padma Shriawardee and
former AIIMS Delhi Chair
Prof Dr Ashok Kumar
Mahapatra attended as the
guest of honour. IIT
Bhubaneswar Director Prof
Shripad Karmalkar and the

T hosts Cor

fon Thought, Perception and Real

International Conference

Thought, Perception and Reallty

271%28th Decombi

Kolkata Bhaktivedanta Insti-
tute President Vasudeva Rao
also addressed the gathering.

Prof Karmalkar highlighted
the IIT Bhubaneswar's em-
phasis on academic discipline,
research rigour and institu-
tional integrity. He said lead-
ership plays a crucial role in
aligning institutional reality
with shared perception by up-
holding high standards,
transparency and continuous
feedback.

In his keynote address, Prof

Briggs examined the complex
relationship between percep-
tion and reality through in-

sights drawn from quantum
theory. He spoke on how sub-
jective choices can influence
objective outcomes and linked
scientific inquiry with spiri-
tual wisdom. He also raised
important questions about
the ethical values guiding ar-
tificial intelligence and the
existence of moral reality in
an increasingly technology-
driven world.

Prof Mahapatra stressed
the importance of con-
sciousness studies and ethi-
cal responsibility, particu-
larly in the medical profes-
sion. He noted that profes-

sionals trained in public in-
stitutions have a moral ob-
ligation to serve society with
reflective thinking, account-
ability and compassion.

Presenting the vision of
the Bhaktivedanta Institute,
Vasudeva Rao emphasised
the convergence of science,
philosophy and spirituality.
Quoting philosopher
Maurice Merleau-Ponty, he
observed that science with-
out philosophical ground-
ing lacks clarity and called
for an integrative approach
to understanding con-
sciousness.
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Conference on thought, perception and reality at II'T Bhubaneswar

Conference onthought, perception
andrealityatIIT Bhubaneswar

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
Bhubaneswar, 27 December:

The School of Humanities,
Social Sciences, and
Management (SHSSM), HIT
Bhubaneswar incollaboration
with the Centre for Foundation
of Science and Consciousness,
Bhaktivedanta Institute,
Bhubaneswar, inaugurated
the International Conference
on Thought, Perception and
Reality (ICTPR 2025) on
Saturday.

Theinaugural session was
graced by the Chiel Guest,
ProL Andrew Briggs, Emeritus
Professor of Nanomaterials,
University of Oxford: the Guest
ol Honour, Prof. (Dr.) Ashok
Kumar Mahapatra, Padma
Shri Awardee (2025) and
former Chair, AIIMS Delhi:
Prol. Shreepad Karmalkar,
Director, IIT Bhubaneswar
and Vasudeva Rao, President,
Bhaktivedanta Inditute, Kolkata

ProL Shreepad Karmalkar
highlighted I'T Bhubaneswar’s

unique campus ecosystem
and noted that the truestrength
of an institution lies beyond
infrastructure, inits “collective
discipline, research rigour,
and integrity of habits”

The conference brought
together eminent scholars,
academicians, and thinkers
o engage in cross-disciplinary
reflections on the nature of
thought, perception,and reality,
spanning philosophy, psydhclogy,
science,consciousnessstudies,
and the humanities. Prol.
Briggs, reflected on the
relationshipbetween perception
and reality, drawing insights
from quantum theory to
highlight the observer effect
and inherent indeterminacy.

He emphasised how
subjective choices can shape
objective reality, drawing
conmections between scientific
insight andspiritual wisdom
ina seemingly random world.
He [urther raised critical
guestions about the values
that will guide artificial

intelligence and the possibility
of moral reality, reinforcing
the central theme of thought,
perception, and reality.

Profl (Dr) Mahapatrarefleded
onthecontemporary relevance
ofconsciousness studies and
ethicalinquiry. He underscored
the ethical responsibility of
serving society and humanity,
notingthatwhile perceptions
may vary,reflective thinking
remainscentral tomeaningful
actionand socialcommitment
towards the motherland.

A brief address onthe vision
and activities of the
Bhaktivedanta Institute was
delivered by Vasudev Rao..
Invoking Maurice
Merleau-Ponty, he noted that
without philosophy, science
lacks clarity about its own
discourse. Emphasising
consciousness as a central
mystery, he underscored the
need for an open,integrative
approach to understanding
thought, perception, and
reality.
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IIT Bhubaneswar hosts 'International Conference on Thought Perception, and Reality'

PBD BUREAU School of Humanities, Social the University of Oxford, and
Sciences, and Management Prof. (Dr) Ashok Kumar
BHUBANESWAR, DEC 27 (SHSSM) in partnership with Mahapatra, former Chair of

effect shapes our understand-  section of science, philosophy,
ing of reality. He highlighted and spirituality, calling for an
the interplay between subjec- integrative approach to these

Thought, Perception and Reality

27M%-28th Decomt

the Bhaktivedanta Institute’s AIIMS Delhi. The event also @Q ‘i tive perception and objective profound questions.
THE Indian Institute of Centre for the Foundation of saw the participation of Prof. { reality, drawing connections to The two-day conference is
Technology Bhubaneswar Science and Consciousness, Shreepad Karmalkar, Director B | spiritual wisdom set to foster interdisciplinary

(IITB) opened the doors to pro-  the event brought together of IIT Bhubaneswar, and
found discussions on the leading scholars and thinkers Vasudeva Rao, President of the
nature of thought, perception, from across the globe. Bhaktivedanta Institute.

and reality with the inaugura- The conference was inau- In his welcome address, | >

tion of the ‘International gurated on Saturday with Prof. Karmalkar underscored perceptions, emphasizing that Chief Guest Prof. Briggs professionals to reflect deeply  exchange and research collabo-
Conference on Thought, esteemed guests including the importance of academic a culture of discipline and rig- captivated the audience with on their societal roles. ration, reinforcing T
Perception and Reality (ICTPR  Prof. Andrew Briggs, Emeritus  leadership that harmonizes orous research is key to mean-  insights from quantum theory, Vasudeva Rao, in his Bhubaneswar’s commitment to
2025). Organized by the Professor of Nanomaterials at institutional goals with shared  ingful academic contributions.  exploring how the observer remarks, pointed to the inter-  global academic engagement

Prof. (Dr) Mahapatra dialogue, bridging philosophy,
focused on the ethical dimen-  psychology, science, and spiri-
sions of consciousness studies, tuality. It promises to be a
stressing the responsibility of landmark event for intellectual
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