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Bhubaneswar: Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bhubaneswar, in collaboration with UltraTech Cement 

Limited, organized ‘Aspire’, a unique outreach and engagement initiative aimed at fostering knowledge 

exchange and expanding access to institutional expertise for aspiring youth from the construction fraternity. 

The programme held on 17th March 2026 sought to inspire and empower participants to envision pathways 

to premier institutions through guided interaction, exposure, and mentorship. Around 50 students studying 

in 9th to 12th Standards, along with their guardians, visited the campus of IIT Bhubaneswar. 

The programme began with a formal inaugural session, including context setting, ceremonial lamp lighting, 

and addresses by distinguished dignitaries. The event was graced by Prof. Shreepad Karmalkar, Director, 

IIT Bhubaneswar; Prof. Rajesh Roshan Dash, Dean (Student Affairs); and Prof. Dinakar Pasla, Dean 

(Sponsored Research & Industrial Consultancy) of the Institute; Mr. Intekhab Alam, Zonal Head – 

Marketing, UltraTech Cement Ltd. (East B); Er. Pradip Kumar Jha, Zonal Head – TASC, UltraTech Cement 

Ltd. (East B). 

Delivering a forward-looking and impactful message, Prof. Shreepad Karmalkar emphasized the need for 

students to rise above perceived limitations and cultivate self-belief, discipline, and clarity of purpose. 

Drawing from the interaction themes, he highlighted that “while access to resources may vary, it is 

ultimately faith in one’s abilities and sustained determination that enable individuals to find their own 

pathways to success. Students must focus on expanding their capacity rather than comparing themselves 

with others.” 

Reinforcing the ethos of aspiration, speakers encouraged students to recognize and protect their talent, 

remain curious, and actively engage in learning opportunities, while also creating an open environment for 

dialogue through interactive Q&A sessions. 

Industry representatives highlighted the value of discipline, consistency, and hard work over short-term 

motivation, sharing real-life journeys of growth driven by perseverance and experiential learning, 

particularly in sectors where formal training pathways have evolved over time. 

A panel interaction with IIT students provided practical insights into navigating competitive examinations 

and academic journeys. The discussion underscored the importance of strategic planning, right orientation, 

and sustained preparation, especially in the context of increasing competition and limited opportunities. 

The day concluded with a guided tour of IIT Bhubaneswar’s state-of-the-art facilities, providing attendees 

with exposure to the institute’s academic and research ecosystem. 

The Aspire Programme stands as a testament to the shared commitment of IIT Bhubaneswar and UltraTech 

Cement Limited to empower young minds, bridge industry-academia gaps, and foster a culture of 

aspiration, resilience, and excellence. 
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Bhubaneswar: Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bhubaneswar, in collaboration with UltraTech Cement 

Limited, organized ‘Aspire’, a unique outreach and engagement initiative aimed at fostering knowledge 

exchange and expanding access to institutional expertise for aspiring youth from the construction fraternity. 

The programme held on 17th March 2026 sought to inspire and empower participants to envision pathways 

to premier institutions through guided interaction, exposure, and mentorship. Around 50 students studying 

in 9th to 12th Standards, along with their guardians, visited the campus of IIT Bhubaneswar. 

The programme began with a formal inaugural session, including context setting, ceremonial lamp lighting, 

and addresses by distinguished dignitaries. The event was graced by Prof. Shreepad Karmalkar, Director, 

IIT Bhubaneswar; Prof. Rajesh Roshan Dash, Dean (Student Affairs); and Prof. Dinakar Pasla, Dean 

(Sponsored Research & Industrial Consultancy) of the Institute; Mr. Intekhab Alam, Zonal Head – 

Marketing, UltraTech Cement Ltd. (East B); Er. Pradip Kumar Jha, Zonal Head – TASC, UltraTech Cement 

Ltd. (East B). 

Delivering a forward-looking and impactful message, Prof. Shreepad Karmalkar emphasized the need for 

students to rise above perceived limitations and cultivate self-belief, discipline, and clarity of purpose. 

Drawing from the interaction themes, he highlighted that “while access to resources may vary, it is 

ultimately faith in one’s abilities and sustained determination that enable individuals to find their own 

pathways to success. Students must focus on expanding their capacity rather than comparing themselves 

with others.” 
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Reinforcing the ethos of aspiration, speakers encouraged students to recognize and protect their talent, 

remain curious, and actively engage in learning opportunities, while also creating an open environment for 

dialogue through interactive Q&A sessions. 

Industry representatives highlighted the value of discipline, consistency, and hard work over short-term 

motivation, sharing real-life journeys of growth driven by perseverance and experiential learning, 

particularly in sectors where formal training pathways have evolved over time. 

A panel interaction with IIT students provided practical insights into navigating competitive examinations 

and academic journeys. The discussion underscored the importance of strategic planning, right orientation, 

and sustained preparation, especially in the context of increasing competition and limited opportunities. 

The day concluded with a guided tour of IIT Bhubaneswar’s state-of-the-art facilities, providing attendees 

with exposure to the institute’s academic and research ecosystem. 

The Aspire Programme stands as a testament to the shared commitment of IIT Bhubaneswar and UltraTech 

Cement Limited to empower young minds, bridge industry-academia gaps, and foster a culture of 

aspiration, resilience, and excellence. 
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Efforts to bridge the gap between industry and education are gaining traction in India’s construction 

ecosystem, with IIT Bhubaneswar hosting a targeted outreach programme in collaboration with 

UltraTech Cement Limited aimed at nurturing future talent from within the sector.The initiative, 

titled Aspire, brought school students and their families onto the institute’s campus for guided 

exposure and mentoring. The programme focused on students from the construction community, 

offering them insights into academic pathways and opportunities within premier engineering 

institutions. 

At its core, the IIT Bhubaneswar Aspire programme reflects a growing recognition that infrastructure 

growth is not only dependent on capital and materials, but also on the availability of skilled and informed 

human resources. By introducing younger students to higher education ecosystems early, institutions and 

industry players are attempting to create a more inclusive pipeline of future engineers, planners, and 

technical professionals.For India’s rapidly urbanising regions, this approach has long-term implications. 

The construction sector continues to face a shortage of formally trained talent, particularly from 

communities directly engaged in building activity. Outreach programmes such as this aim to address that 

gap by enabling access, awareness, and aspiration—three factors that often determine entry into higher 

education.Participants engaged in campus visits, structured interactions, and mentorship-led sessions 

designed to demystify the journey to technical institutions. The emphasis was not merely on academic 

achievement, but also on building confidence, clarity of purpose, and exposure to real-world career 

pathways. 

Urban planners and education experts suggest that such initiatives are increasingly critical as cities scale up 

infrastructure investments. A more skilled workforce can improve project quality, enhance safety standards, 

and accelerate execution timelines—key requirements for sustainable and resilient urban development.The 

collaboration between academia and industry also signals a shift in how corporate engagement is evolving. 

Rather than focusing solely on operational or commercial objectives, companies are participating in 

ecosystem-building efforts that strengthen the broader value chain. This includes investing in education, 

skill development, and community outreach—areas that indirectly influence long-term productivity and 

innovation.From a sustainability standpoint, the programme aligns with the need for future-ready skill sets 

in the built environment. As construction practices evolve towards energy efficiency, low-carbon materials, 

and climate-resilient design, the demand for technically trained professionals is expected to rise sharply. 

Early engagement initiatives can help prepare the next generation to meet these emerging 

requirements.While the IIT Bhubaneswar Aspire programme currently operates at a relatively small scale, 

its framework offers a replicable model. Expanding such collaborations across institutions and regions 
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could help create a more equitable and diverse talent pool, particularly in sectors that are central to urban 

transformation. 

As India continues to invest in infrastructure and housing, the integration of education, industry, and 

community development will likely play a defining role in shaping not just cities, but the people who build 

them. 
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