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IIT-OLM MoU to turn SHG’s into MSMEs
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Headline

IIT OLM MOU 0

PNS ® Bhubaneswar

In a step towards fostering
entrepreneurship at the
grassroots level, the IIT
Bhubaneswar and the Odisha
Livelihoods Mission (OLM)
have signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) to
transform Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) into Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs).

The MoU was exchanged
between Prof Shreepad
Karmalkar, representing II'T
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Bhubaneswar, and Pravati
Parida, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter.

Under this initiative, each
incubatee would receive end-
to-end support for Udyam
registration, regulatory com-
pliances and enterprise certi-
fications. IIT Bhubaneswar
would also extend its techni-
cal expertise to file patents
and facilitate product certifi-
cations for select niche prod-
ucts of the State, aimed at
building distinctive regional
recognition and market iden-

turn SHGs into MSMEs

tity.

The project would be led by
Dr Nihar Ranjan Jena, Assis-
tant Professor, and Dr
Dukhabandhu Sahoo, Associ-
ate Professor, School of Hu-
manities, Social Sciences and
Management, 1T
Bhubaneswar.

The initiative is expected to
create a robust entrepreneur-
ial ecosystem in Odisha, pro-
viding SHGs with the institu-
tional backing needed to scale
their enterprises and integrate
into the formal economy.
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MoU signed between OLM and IIT Bhubaneswar to support 150 rural
women entrepreneurs

Link
MoU signed between OLM and IIT Bhubaneswar to support 150 rural
women entrepreneurs https://thenewsmill.com/2026/06/mou-signed-
between-olm-and-iit-bhubaneswar-to-support-150-rural-women-
entrepreneurs/

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the Odisha Livelihoods Mission (OLM) and
IIT Bhubaneswar at Mission Shakti Bhawan on Monday to strengthen rural women-led enterprises. The
signing was attended by Deputy Chief Minister and Minister of Women & Child Development, Pravati
Parida.

Under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), an incubation programme will be launched
through the Start-up Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP) to aid growth-oriented rural enterprises
across Odisha. IIT Bhubaneswar will act as the incubation partner, providing assistance in business
planning, product development, quality enhancement, market linkages, access to finance, and professional
networking.

In line with the guidelines of the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY -
NRLM), the incubation process will support at least 150 growth-oriented rural enterprises over the next
three years. The Union Ministry of Rural Development has approved a budget of 210.70 crore for the
programme, with 99 lakh sanctioned to IIT Bhubaneswar for the initial phase.



https://thenewsmill.com/2026/06/mou-signed-between-olm-and-iit-bhubaneswar-to-support-150-rural-women-entrepreneurs/
https://thenewsmill.com/2026/06/mou-signed-between-olm-and-iit-bhubaneswar-to-support-150-rural-women-entrepreneurs/
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The programme aims to establish a vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem that enables Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) to evolve into small and medium enterprises. IIT Bhubaneswar will also assist in securing patents
and process certifications to create unique identities for select products from Odisha.

Deputy Chief Minister Pravati Parida said, “The collaboration with a premier institution like IIT
Bhubaneswar has opened new avenues of opportunity for SHG women. Through technical guidance and
advanced training, they will be able to position their products at national and international levels.” She
added that the government is committed to nurturing women as successful entrepreneurs.

Highlighting the state’s progress, Pravati Parida noted Odisha has achieved its ‘Lakhpati Didi’ goal and is
now targeting the ‘Crorepati Didi’ status. “The state currently has 23,000 ‘Lakhpati Didis’ and the
administration aims to elevate them further,” she stated, adding that all finances for these initiatives will be
managed by the department.

Prof. Sripada Karmalkar, Director of IIT Bhubaneswar, said, “We are very happy that we will be able to
help these 150 women entrepreneurs in Odisha. This will affect society in a good way.”

The initiative aims to support Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s “Viksit Bharat” and Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi’s “Viksit Odisha” visions, contributing significantly to the economic empowerment and
confidence of women across the state.
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IIT BBS to support Odisha’s rural women entrepreneurs

Link
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/iit-bbs-to-
support-odishas-rural-women-
entrepreneurs/articleshow/131596011.cms?utm_source=whatsapp&utm
_medium=amp_social&utm_campaign=social share

business planning, product development, quality

improvement, market linkages, access to finance and
professional networking, following the signing of an Mol
between Odisha Livelinoods Mission and the institute
on Monday.

The partnership is part of an incubation programme

being rolled out under National Rural Livelihoods

Mission (NRLM) through the Start-up Village
i

will act as the incubation partner to strengthen growth-oriented rural enterprises across the state.

As per Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) guidelines, at least 150
growth-oriented rural enterprises will be taken through the incubation process over the next three years. The
ministry of rural development has approved an expenditure of Rs 10.7 crore for the programme. In the first

phase, Rs 99 lakh has been sanctioned to IIT Bhubaneswar for implementation, sources said.

The programme aims to build a stronger entrepreneurial ecosystem and self-help groups (SHGs) transition into
small and medium enterprises. Identified SHG-run enterprises will be supported in securing Udyam registration
as well as completing mandatory compliances and obtaining certifications required for setting up and scaling

businesses, according to a statement from the department of Mission Shakti.

IIT Bhubaneswar will also provide technical assistance for patents and process certifications for select products,
with the objective of creating unique product identities and improving market positioning for niche offerings from
Odisha.

Deputy chief minister Pravati Parida said the govt's focus is not limited to making women employable but
extends to grooming them as entrepreneurs. She said collaboration with [IT Bhubaneswar would enable SHG
women to access technical guidance and advanced training to place their products in national and international
markets. Parida termed the initiative a milestone towards ‘Viksit Odisha’ and a step towards enhancing women’s
confidence and economic empowerment. She later interacted with Lakhpati Didis and discussed their journeys.

IIT Bhubaneswar director Shreepad Karmalkar said incubated enterprises would receive end-to-end support for
Udyam registration, regulatory compliance and enterprise certifications, along with assistance in patent filing and

product certifications for select items.
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OLM, IIT Bhubaneswar ink MoU to support rural women entrepreneurs

The incubation programme aims to scale 150 women-led rural enterprises
in Odisha with IIT Bhubaneswar as key partner

Link
https://www.edexlive.com/news/mou-signed-between-olm-and-iit-
bhubaneswar-to-boost-rural-women-entrepreneurs

Bhubaneswar (Odisha) [India], June 9 (ANI): In a significant move to bolster rural women-led
enterprises, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the Odisha Livelihoods Mission
(OLM) and IIT Bhubaneswar at the Mission Shakti Bhawan on Monday. The exchange took place in the
presence of the Deputy Chief Minister and Minister of Women & Child Development, Pravati Parida.

Under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), an incubation programme is being launched
through the Start-up Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP) to support growth-oriented rural
enterprises across the State. [IT Bhubaneswar will serve as the incubation partner, providing support in
business planning, product development, quality enhancement, market linkages, access to finance, and
professional networking.

According to the guidelines of the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana National Rural Livelihoods Mission
(DAY-NRLM), at least 150 growth-oriented rural enterprises will be supported through the incubation
process over the next three years. The Union Ministry of Rural Development has approved an expenditure
0f %10.70 crore for this programme. In the first phase, Y99 lakh has been sanctioned to IIT Bhubaneswar
for the implementation of the initiative.
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The programme aims to create a vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem, enabling Self-Help Groups (SHGs) to
transform into small and medium enterprises. Furthermore, IIT Bhubaneswar will assist in securing patents
and process certifications to help create unique identities for select products from Odisha.

Addressing the gathering, Deputy Chief Minister Pravati Parida stated that the government is committed to
nurturing women as successful entrepreneurs. "The collaboration with a premier institution like IIT
Bhubaneswar has opened new avenues of opportunity for SHG women. Through technical guidance and
advanced training, they will be able to position their products at national and international levels," she said.

Highlighting the state's progress, Smt. Parida noted that Odisha has achieved its '"Lakhpati Didi' goal and is
now working towards the 'Crorepati Didi' target. She emphasised that the state currently has 23,000
'Lakhpati Didis' and the administration aims to elevate them further. She added that all finances for these
initiatives will be managed by the department.

Prof. Sripada Karmalkar, Director of IIT Bhubaneswar, expressed the institute's commitment to the mission.
"We are very happy that we will be able to help these 150 women entrepreneurs in Odisha. This will affect
society in a good way," he said.

The initiative is envisioned to align with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's "Viksit Bharat" and Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi's "Viksit Odisha" vision, significantly contributing to the economic
empowerment and confidence of women across the state.
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MoU signed between IIT and Odisha Livelihood mission
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MoU signed between IIT and Odisha Livelihood mission
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IIT Bhubaneswar will provide Training
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Odisha Livelihoods Mission, IIT pact to support rural women
entrepreneurs

Link
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2026/Jun/09/odisha-
livelihoods-mission-iit-pact-to-support-rural-women-entrepreneurs
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BHUBANESWAR: The Odisha Livelihoods Mission (OLM) on Monday signed an MoU with IIT-
Bhubaneswar for launch of an incubation programme through the Startup Village Entrepreneurship
Programme (SVEP) to strengthen rural women-led enterprises in the state.

The initiative aims to support rural women entrepreneurs in business planning, product development,
quality enhancement, market linkages, and access to finance and professional networking.

The pact was inked in the presence of deputy chief minister Pravati Parida at Mission Shakti Bhawan here.
The programme is being launched under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) in which IIT-
Bhubaneswar will serve as the incubation partner.

Official sources said as per the guidelines of the Deendayal Antyodaya Y ojana-National Rural Livelihoods
Mission (DAY-NRLM), at least 150 growth-oriented rural enterprises will be supported over the next three
years.

The Ministry of Rural Development has approved an expenditure of *10.70 crore for the initiative. In the
first phase, '99 lakh has been sanctioned to IIT-Bhubaneswar for implementation of the initiative.

Parida said, “The collaboration with a premier institution like IIT-Bhubaneswar has opened new avenues
of opportunities for SHG women. Through technical guidance and advanced training, they will be able to
position their products at national and international levels. The initiative will be a milestone in the journey
towards Viksit Odisha and a major step in boosting women’s confidence and economic empowerment.
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IIT Bhubaneswar to transform SHG businesses, mentor rural women
entrepreneurs across Odisha

Link
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&
url=https://odishatv.in/odisha/iit-bhubaneswar-to-transform-shg-
businesses-mentor-rural-women-entrepreneurs-across-odisha-
12016394/amp&ved=2ahUKEwjt-
ZiZrPqUAXVTbmwGHVWDNX4QyM8BKAB6BAgJEAE&usg=AOvV
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Rural women entrepreneurs across Odisha will now on receive structured support in business planning,
product development, quality improvement, market linkages and access to finance. This comes following
the signing of an MoU between Odisha Livelihoods Mission (OLM) and IIT Bhubaneswar on Monday



https://odishatv.in/tags/odisha
https://odishatv.in/tags/iit-bhubaneswar
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Odisha Livelihoods Mission, lIT Bhubaneswar Join Hands to Empower Rural Women
Entrepreneurs

Link
https://english.hindusthansamachar.in/Encyc/2026/6/8/Odisha-
Livelihoods-Mission-MOU.php

Describing the initiative as a significant milestone in Odisha’s development journey, she
said it would strengthen women's confidence, enhance economic independence and
contribute to the vision of a “Viksit Odisha.”

During the programme, the Deputy Chief Minister also interacted with Lakhpati Didis and
Mahalakshapati Didis, listening to their inspiring stories of entrepreneurship and financial
empowerment.

The initiative is expected to open new avenues of growth for women entrepreneurs while
contributing to the vision of a “Viksit Bharat” envisioned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the “Viksit Odisha” roadmap of Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi.

Among those present were Manasi Nimbhal, Commissioner-cum-Secretary of the Mission
Shakti Department; Monika Priyadarshini, Director of Mission Shakti; senior officials of
OLM and Mission Shakti Department, representatives of IIT Bhubaneswar, and women
members of Self-Help Groups from across the state. The programme was also attended
virtually by officials and SHG members from all districts of Odisha.
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Odisha Livelihoods Mission, IIT-Bhubaneswar sign pact to offer business
support to rural women

Link
https://www.orissapost.com/odisha-livelihoods-mission-iit-
bhubaneswar-sign-pact-to-offer-business-support-to-rural-women/
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Bhubaneswar: The Odisha Livelihoods Mission (OLM) and IIT-Bhubaneswar Monday signed an MoU
to provide business support to rural women entrepreneurs in the state.

Through this collaboration, they will receive support in business planning, product development, quality
enhancement, market linkages, access to finance, and professional networking, said Odisha Deputy Chief
Minister Pravati Parida, who is also in charge of the Women & Child Development and Mission Shakti
departments.

Under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), an incubation programme is being launched
through the Start-up Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP) to support growth-oriented rural
enterprises across Odisha. IIT-Bhubaneswar will serve as the incubation partner for this initiative,
officials said.

At least 150 growth-oriented rural enterprises will be supported through the incubation process over the
next three years.

The Ministry of Rural Development has approved an expenditure of Rs 10.70 crore for the programme. In
the first phase, Rs 99 lakh has been sanctioned to IIT-Bhubaneswar for implementation of the initiative,
Parida said.

The incubation programme is expected to create a vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem in the state, and pave
the way for self-help groups (SHGs) to transform into small and medium enterprises, she said.

As per the agreement, IIT-Bhubaneswar will also assist in securing patents and process certifications to
create unique identities for select products from Odisha.


https://www.orissapost.com/tag/iit-bhubaneswar/
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Mission Shakti women to get IIT training; Odisha targets 150 crorepati
didis

Link
https://www.prameyanews.com/mission-shakti-women-to-get-iit-
training-odisha-targets-150-crorepati-didis
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Bhubaneswar, June 8: Mission Shakti women in Odisha will soon receive advanced technology training
from professors of IIT Bhubaneswar following the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between the Odisha Livelihoods Mission (OLM) and IIT Bhubaneswar.

The MoU was signed by OLM Director Monica Priyadarshini and IIT Bhubaneswar Director Shreepad
Karmakar. Deputy Chief Minister Pravati Parida said the initiative aims to enhance the technological
capabilities of Mission Shakti members and strengthen their entrepreneurial potential.

Speaking at a special programme held at Mission Shakti Bhawan in Bhubaneswar, Parida said the state
government has set a target of transforming 150 Lakhpati Didis into Crorepati Didis within the next three
years. Lakhpati Didis from all 30 districts participated in the programme through video conferencing.

The Deputy Chief Minister also announced key tourism initiatives, stating that electric boats will start
operating at Kalijai within the next three to four months. Similar efforts are underway to convert boats
operating in Chilika and Bhitarkanika into electric and solar-powered vessels.

To promote rural and experiential tourism, the government is expanding homestay facilities in scenic and
forested regions where hotel infrastructure is limited. Under the initiative, tourists will be able to stay in
village homes, enjoy traditional rural cuisine and experience local tribal culture firsthand, providing a
unique tourism experience while generating income opportunities for rural communities.
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Agreement between Odisha Livelihoods Mission and IIT-Bhubaneswar
to provide professional support to rural women.

Link
https://hindi.theprint.in/india/odisha-livelihood-mission-and-iit-
bhubaneswar-sign-mou-to-provide-vocational-support-to-rural-
women/983351/?amp
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OLM Signs MoU with IIT Bhubaneswar to Empower Rural Women
Entrepreneurs

Link
https://pragativadi.com/olm-signs-mou-with-iit-bhubaneswar-to-
empower-rural-women-entrepreneurs/
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Odisha Livelihoods Mission (OLM) and IIT Bhubaneswar signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
at Mission Shakti Bhawan, Bhubaneswar, to strengthen rural women-led enterprises under the National
Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM).

Deputy Chief Minister and Minister of Women & Child Development, Mission Shakti and Tourism, Smt.
Pravati Parida attended the event.

The collaboration will launch an incubation programme through the Start-up Village Entrepreneurship
Programme (SVEP) to support growth-oriented rural businesses. IIT Bhubaneswar will act as the incubation
partner, providing guidance in business planning, product development, quality improvement, market
linkages, finance access, and professional networking.

Under the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana—NRLM guidelines, at least 150 rural enterprises will receive
incubation support over three years. The Ministry of Rural Development approved %10.70 crore for the
programme, with 99 lakh sanctioned to IIT Bhubaneswar in the first phase.
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The initiative aims to help Self-Help Groups (SHGs) evolve into small and medium enterprises. 11T
Bhubaneswar will assist SHG entrepreneurs in obtaining Udyam registration, certifications, and patents to
create distinct product identities.

Smt. Pravati Parida said the government is committed to empowering women as entrepreneurs. She
described the partnership as a milestone toward “Viksit Odisha” and praised IIT Bhubaneswar’s role in
enabling women to market their products nationally and globally.

Officials from Mission Shakti, OLM, and IIT Bhubaneswar, along with SHG members from across Odisha,
joined the event virtually.
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Rural women entrepreneurs to receive support as MoU exchanged
between Odisha Livelihoods Mission and IIT Bhubaneswar

Link
https://sambadenglish.com/latest-news/rural-women-entrepreneurs-to-
receive-support-as-mou-exchanged-between-odisha-livelihoods-mission-
and-iit-bhubaneswar-12013644
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Bhubaneswar: In a significant step towards strengthening rural women-led enterprises, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was exchanged today between the Odisha Livelihoods Mission (OLM) and IIT
Bhubaneswar at Mission Shakti Bhawan, Bhubaneswar. The programme was held in the presence of Deputy
Chief Minister and Minister of Women & Child Development, Mission Shakti and Tourism, Pravati Parida.

Under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), an incubation programme is being launched
through the Start-up Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP) to support growth-oriented rural
enterprises across Odisha. [IT Bhubaneswar will serve as the incubation partner for this initiative. Through
this collaboration, rural women entrepreneurs will receive support in business planning, product
development, quality enhancement, market linkages, access to finance, and professional networking.

As per the guidelines of the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana—National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY -
NRLM), at least 150 growth-oriented rural enterprises will be supported through the incubation process
over the next three years. The Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India, has approved an
expenditure of ¥10.70 crore for the programme. In the first phase, 99 lakh has been sanctioned to IIT
Bhubaneswar for the implementation of the initiative.
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The incubation programme is expected to create a vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem in the state and pave
the way for Self-Help Groups (SHGs) to transform into small and medium enterprises. The identified SHG
enterprises will be supported in obtaining Udyam registration and other mandatory compliances and
certifications required for enterprise establishment. IIT Bhubaneswar will also assist in securing patents
and process certifications to create unique identities for select products from Odisha.

Speaking on the occasion, Deputy Chief Minister Pravati Parida stated that the Government is committed
not only to making women employable but also to nurturing them as successful entrepreneurs. She noted
that the collaboration with a premier institution like IIT Bhubaneswar has opened new avenues of
opportunity for SHG women. Through technical guidance and advanced training, they will be able to
position their products at national and international levels. She described the initiative as a milestone in the
journey towards a “Viksit Odisha” and a major step in boosting women’s confidence and economic
empowerment.

On the occasion, Parida also interacted with Mahalakshapati Didis and discussed their inspiring journeys
from struggle to success.

This initiative is expected to connect women entrepreneurs with new opportunities while contributing
significantly to the vision of Hon’ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s “Viksit Bharat” and Hon’ble Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi’s “Viksit Odisha”.

Manasi Nimbhal, Commissioner-cum-Secretary, Mission Shakti Department; Dr. Monika Priyadarshini,
Director, Mission Shakti; senior officials of the Department and Odisha Livelihoods Mission;
representatives of IIT Bhubaneswar; Lakhpati Didis and Mahalakshapati Didis were present. Officials and
SHG members from all districts of the state also joined the programme virtually.
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Media/Publication The Kalinga TV
Date 8" June, 2026 Language English
Headline

Odisha Targets 150 ‘Crorepati Didis’ as Mission Shakti Partners with
IIT Bhubaneswar

Link
https://sambadenglish.com/latest-news/rural-women-entrepreneurs-to-

receive-support-as-mou-exchanged-between-odisha-livelihoods-mission-
and-iit-bhubaneswar-12013644
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Odisha state government recently teamed up with IIT Bhubaneswar, signing an MoU between the Odisha
Livelihoods Mission (OLM) and the institute. Now, professors from IIT Bhubaneswar will train Mission
Shakti women in advanced tech skills. OLM Director Monica Priyadarshini and IIT Bhubaneswar
Director Shreepad Karmakar sealed the agreement.

At an event in Mission Shakti Bhawan, Deputy Chief Minister Pravati Parida laid out what’s at stake—
this partnership is all about boosting the technical know-how of Mission Shakti members and unlocking
their full entrepreneurial drive. Lakhpati Didis across all 30 districts joined in over video conference, and
the Deputy Chief Minister put an ambitious goal to turn 150 “Lakhpati Didis” into “Crorepati Didis” in
just three years.

Alongside this push for economic and tech empowerment, Parida announced a “green” makeover for state
tourism. In just a few months, Kalijai will see electric boats enter service. The government also plans to
convert existing boats in the ecologically sensitive Chilika and Bhitarkanika areas to eco-friendly electric
or solar power.

The government is also rolling out new homestay facilities in rural and scenic areas where hotels are
scarce, giving tourists a chance to live in village homes, taste local cuisine, and really experience tribal
culture. It’s a move that lets travelers get a genuine taste of village life, while women and their
communities gain steady, local income streams. This approach makes tourism both more authentic and
more sustainable for everyone involved.
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Media/Publication The Hawk
Date 8" June, 2026 Language English
Headline

Women-led rural enterprises to get IIT Bhubaneswar support in Odisha

Odisha Livelihoods Mission and IIT Bhubaneswar Collaborate to
Empower Rural Women Entrepreneurs

Link
https://www.thehawk.in/news/india/women-led-rural-enterprises-to-get-
iit-bhubaneswar-support-in-odisha
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Bhubaneswar, June 8 (IANS) The Odisha Livelihoods Mission (OLM) on Monday signed a Memorandum

of Understanding (MoU) with IIT Bhubaneswar to support the growth of rural women-led enterprises across
the state.

According to an official statement, an incubation programme is being launched under the National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) through the Start-up Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP) to
support growth-oriented rural enterprises across Odisha.

The statement added that IIT Bhubaneswar will serve as the incubation partner for the initiative.

Through the collaboration, rural women entrepreneurs will receive support in business planning, product
development, quality enhancement, market linkages, access to finance and professional networking.

As per the guidelines of the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY -
NRLM), at least 150 growth-oriented rural enterprises will be supported through the incubation process
over the next three years.

The Union Ministry of Rural Development has approved an expenditure of Rs 10.70 crore for the
programme.
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In the first phase, Rs 99 lakh has been sanctioned to IIT Bhubaneswar for implementation of the initiative.

“The incubation programme is expected to create a vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem in the state and pave
the way for Self-Help Groups (SHGs) to transform into small and medium enterprises. The identified SHG
enterprises will be supported in obtaining Udyam registration and other mandatory compliances and
certifications required for enterprise establishment. IIT Bhubaneswar will also assist in securing patents
and process certifications to create unique identities for select products from Odisha,” the state government
said.

Speaking on the occasion, Deputy Chief Minister Pravati Parida said that the government is committed not
only to making women employable but also to nurturing them as successful entrepreneurs.

“The collaboration with a premier institution like IIT Bhubaneswar has opened new avenues of opportunity
for SHG women. Through technical guidance and advanced training, they will be able to position their
products at national and international levels,” Parida said.

She described the initiative as a milestone in the journey towards a “Viksit Odisha” and a major step towards
boosting women’s confidence and economic empowerment.
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Media/Publication The gaon Junction
Date 8" June, 2026 Language Hindi
Headline

Rural women to get business support: Agreement between IIT-
Bhubaneswar and Odisha Livelihood Mission

Link
https://www.gaonjunction.com/khabar-junction/iit-bhubaneswar-and-
odisha-livelihood-mission-sign-mou-rural-women-will-get-business-
support

SUGBIEL A Farar & yrivr fasTa 3red A 59 Friwd & 1Y 10.70 S FUA & Aot &t
21 UEd TRUT H 99 ARG FUA [IT-HYaA%R B SR} fre 70 § | 39 fR1 &1 Suav1 Srdepy &
Tarer 3R ufRreror nfafafRr & fore fasar smaem)
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Media/Publication The Janatase Rishta
Date 8" June, 2026 Language Hindi
Headline

Women-led rural enterprises in Odisha to receive support from IIT
Bhubaneswar

Link
https://jantaserishta.com/national/women-led-rural-enterprises-in-
odisha-to-receive-support-from-iit-bhubaneswar-4747922
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ST | S YR giiar shfEn Samel & forg fafiy ugem M & forg Ode ofik ufehar
THTUH Ut 3 H Ht Gerdr S| 9 IR W didd gu SugeHE qurd ulkar 4 og1 fh
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Media/Publication The Prabhat khabar
Date 8" June, 2026 Language Hindi
Headline

Bhubaneswar News: Odisha Livelihoods Mission signs agreement with
IIT Bhubaneswar; rural women entrepreneurs to receive business
support.

Link
https://www.prabhatkhabar.com/state/odisha/odisha-livelihood-
mission-signs-mou-with-iit-bhubaneswar
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Media/Publication The Statesman

Date 8" June, 2026 Language English

Headline

OLM, IIT- Bhubaneswar join hands to boost women-led rural
Enterprises

OLM, II'T-Bhubaneswarjoin
handstoboostwomen-led

ruralenterprises

TSN SIS

Matsmvsary Aw

I 4 walw puds

“en

HYT Nlalencwa
b ane
grostle ctlnnited
WAL A ek
s v

e pprvsnd g busded
i tle St Vil
Higmasnd g Moo e
IR o ke Dxcnainal
NS pie Natael
Roallvdiseikdm
(DAY NEL A 2kt b
el Halp Grosp 15000
mxpaiss sk op e
watarablb hosin s

Wils ok dtucga iz

Lavas NIt s

ey cor skl o
patents  atsl  peokes
CU LTSI S
the parkar ikutity of

NG e e

e Mkiey of Rusal
e kgvaas lasggeannd
Re W50 creve fos the
pevgraisas, wih
abde releaned 1o LIY
Makers owar withe Nirst
o

v M g oo ek
Dapeay Chisl Miniaer
avan e wid the

Male LgAErEasnit i

Cotus kv dretran Rad iy
- drces A

c ‘ ¥
lmnrwion Nk LIY
Mabawwarwuadi
shine wenban

Ixhcdal beuisig s
adaicud dilc mlirg
thess 10 otupte il O
T

Nt vallsiloise

aEn scotiognl
A el At e
O o el s losnunal
slBCEpCInds acvonn the
T

The Depuay Chisd
Modver dee Dt
wehabladddapal Do
andisandtha b snperiig
2o o wd g el
arindindimis

T

visaanhing, e
Miwiot stabr i sena
oficiale of OLNM and
Mission slakn

e csamnatives of LLY
Mulumwar and 5K
Bushus Pangipants
freos Al Swricn ol
e peogracasce vimaliy




RO T I YaagER

Indian Institute of Technology Bhubaneswar

Media/Publication The Political and Business Daily
Date 9" June, 2026 Language English
Headline

OLM, IIT Bhubaneswar ink pact to strengthen rural women-led

enterprises

OLM, IIT B!
women-led

SWARUP MOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR, JUNE 8

IN a significant step towards
strengthening rural women-led
enterprises, a Memorandum of
Understanding  (MoU)  was
exchanged today between the
Odisha Livelihoods Mission
(OLM) and IIT Bhubaneswar at
Mission Shakti Bhawan,
Bhubaneswar. Deputy Chief
Minister and Minister of Women
& Child Development, Mission
Shakti and Tourism, Pravati
Parida was present on the occa-
sion.

Under the National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), an
incubation programme is being
launched through the Start-up
Village Entrepreneurship
Programme (SVEP) to support
growth-oriented rural enterpris-
es across  Odisha. 1T
Bhubaneswar will serve as the
incubation partner for this initia-
tive. Through this collaboration,
rural women entrepreneurs will
receive support in business plan-
ning, product development,
quality enhancement, market

ubaneswar ink pact to strengthen rural

enterprises

linkages, access to finance, and
professional networking.
As per the guidelines of the

Deendayal Antyodaya
Yojana-National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-

NRLM), at least 150 growth-ori-
ented rural enterprises will be
supported through the incuba-
tion process over the next three
years. The Union Ministry of
Rural  Development has
approved an expenditure of
Rs.10.70 crore for the pro-
gramme. In the first phase, Rs. 99
lakh has been sanctioned to IIT
Bhubaneswar for implementa-
tion of the initiative.

The incubation programme is
expected to create a vibrant
entrepreneurial ecosystem in the
state and pave the way for Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) to trans-
form into small and medium
enterprises. The identified SHG
enterprises will be supported in
obtaining Udyam registration
and other mandatory compli-
ances and certifications required
for enterprise establishment. IIT
Bhubaneswar will also assist in
securing patents and process cer-
tifications to create unique iden-
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tities for select products from
Odisha.

Speaking on the occasion,
Deputy Chief Minister Parida
said, "The Government is com-
mitted not only to making
women employable but also to
nurturing them as successful
entrepreneurs.” She noted that
the collaboration with a premier
institution like IIT Bhubaneswar
has opened new avenues of
opportunity for SHG women.
Through technical guidance and
advanced training, they will be
able to position their products at
national and international levels.
She described the initiative as a
milestone in the journey towards
a “Viksit Odisha” and a major
step in boosting women’s confi-
dence and economic empower-
ment.

On the occasion, the Dy. CM

also interacted with
Mahalakshapati Didis and dis-
cussed their inspiring journeys
from struggle to success.

This initiative is expected to
connect women entrepreneurs
with new opportunities while
contributing significantly to the
vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s “Viksit Bharat”
and  Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi’s “Viksit Odisha”.

Manasi Nimbhal, Secretary,
Mission Shakti Department; Dr.
Monika Priyadarshini, Director,
Mission Shakti; senior officials of
the Department and Odisha
Livelihoods Mission; representa-
tives of IIT Bhubaneswar;
Lakhpati Didis and
Mahalakshapati Didis were pres-
ent. Officials and SHG members
from all districts of the state also
joined the programme virtually.
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Media/Publication The Orissa Post
Date 9" June, 2026 Language English
Headline

OLM, IIT Bhubaneswar ink pact to offer business support to rural
women

FROM EMPLOYMENT TO ENTREPRENEURSHIP

OLM, IIT-Bhub ink pact to offer
business support to rural women
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Bhubaneswar, June 8: In a
significant move to strengthen
women-led rural enterprises,
the Odisha Livelihoods Mission
(OLM) and IIT-Bhubaneswar
exchanged a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) at
Mission Shakti Bhawan here
Monday. The agreement was
formalised in the presence of
Deputy Chief Minister and
Minister of Women & Child
Development and Mission
Shakti, Pravati Parida, mark-
ing a step towards fostering
innovation, entrepreneurship,
and sustainable livelihood op-
portunities for rural women
across the state.

Speaking on the occasion,
Parida said that the govern-
ment is committed not only
to making women employable
but also to nurturing them as
successful entrepreneurs. She
noted that the collaboration
with a premier institution like
IIT-Bhubaneswar has opened
new avenues of opportunity for
SHG women. Through techni-
cal guidance and advanced
training, they will be able to
position their products at na-
tional and international levels.

She described the initiative
as a milestone in the journey
towards a “Viksit Odisha” and
a major step in boosting wom-
en's confidence and economic
empowerment.

Through this collaboration,
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rural women entrepreneurs
will receive support in business
planning, product development,
quality enhancement, market
linkages, access to finance, and
professional networking, the
Deputy CM said.

Parida further said that the
Ministry of Rural Development
has approved an expenditure of
210.70 crore for the programme.
In the first phase, 799 lakh has
been sanctioned to IIT-Bhu-
baneswar for implementation
of the initiative.

Under the National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (NRLM),
an incubation programme is
being launched through the
Startup Village Entrepreneur-
ship Programme (SVEP) to
support growth-oriented ru-
ral enterprises across Odisha.
IIT-Bhubaneswar will serve as
the incubation partner for this
initiative, officials said.

As per the guidelines of the
Deendayal Antyodaya Yoja-

|G
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na-National Rural Livelihoods
Mission (DAY-NRLM), at least
150 growth-oriented rural en-
terprises will be supported
through the incubation process
over the next three years.

The incubation programme is
expected to create a vibrant en-
trepreneurial ecosystem in the
state and pave the way for SHGs
to transform into small and me-
dium enterprises, officials said.

As per the agreement,
IIT-Bhubaneswar will also
assist in securing patents and
process certifications to cre-
ate unique identities for select
products from Odisha.

The identified SHG enterpris-
es will be supported in obtain-
ing Udyam registration and
other mandatory compliances
and certifications required for
enterprise establishment.

The Deputy CM also inter-
acted with Mahalakshapati Di-
dis and discussed their inspiring
Jjourneys from struggle to success.
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Media/Publication The Sambad
Date 9" June, 2026 Language Odia
Headline

MoU between Odisha livelihood Mission and ITt Bhubaneswar
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Media/Publication The Samaja
Date 9" June, 2026 Language Odia
Headline

Odisha Livelihood mission and IIT sign MoU
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SHG women will become successful entrepreneurs
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Women led rural enterprises to get IIT Bhubaneswar support in Odisha

Link
https://www.lokmattimes.com/national/women-led-rural-enterprises-to-
get-iit-bhubaneswar-support-in-odisha/
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Bhubaneswar, June 8 The Odisha Livelihoods Mission (OLM) on Monday signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with IIT Bhubaneswar to support the growth
of rural women-led enterprises across the state.

According to an official statement, an incubation programme is being launched
under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) through the Start-up Village
Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP) to support growth-oriented rural enterprises

across Odisha.

The statement added that IIT Bhubaneswar will serve as the incubation partner for

the initiative.

Through the collaboration, rural women entrepreneurs will receive support in
business planning, product development, quality enhancement, market linkages,
access to finance and professional networking.
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MoU signed between OLM and IIT Bhubaneswar to boost rural women
entrepreneurs

Link
https://www.bignewsnetwork.com/news/279111228/mou-signed-
between-olm-and-iit-bhubaneswar-to-boost-rural-women-entrepreneurs

Bhubaneswar (Odisha) [India], June 9 (ANI): In a significant move to bolster rural women-led enterprises, a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the Odisha Livelihoods Mission (OLM) and IIT
Bhubaneswar at the Mission Shakti Bhawan on Monday. The exchange took place in the presence of the Deputy Chief
Minister and Minister of Women & Child Development, Pravati Parida.

Under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), an incubation programme is being launched through the
Start-up Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP) to support growth-oriented rural enterprises across the State.
IIT Bhubaneswar will serve as the incubation partner, providing support in business planning, product development,
quality enhancement, market linkages, access to finance, and professional networking.

According to the guidelines of the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY -NRLM),
at least 150 growth-oriented rural enterprises will be supported through the incubation process over the next three
years. The Union Ministry of Rural Development has approved an expenditure of 10.70 crore for this programme. In
the first phase, 99 lakh has been sanctioned to IIT Bhubaneswar for the implementation of the initiative.

The programme aims to create a vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem, enabling Self-Help Groups (SHGs) to transform
into small and medium enterprises. Furthermore, IIT Bhubaneswar will assist in securing patents and process
certifications to help create unique identities for select products from Odisha.

Addressing the gathering, Deputy Chief Minister Pravati Parida stated that the government is committed to nurturing
women as successful entrepreneurs. "The collaboration with a premier institution like IIT Bhubaneswar has opened
new avenues of opportunity for SHG women. Through technical guidance and advanced training, they will be able to
position their products at national and international levels,' she said.

Highlighting the state's progress, Smt. Parida noted that Odisha has achieved its 'Lakhpati Didi' goal and is now
working towards the 'Crorepati Didi' target. She emphasised that the state currently has 23,000 'Lakhpati Didis' and
the administration aims to elevate them further. She added that all finances for these initiatives will be managed by
the department.

Prof. Sripada Karmalkar, Director of IIT Bhubaneswar, expressed the institute's commitment to the mission. 'We are
very happy that we will be able to help these 150 women entrepreneurs in Odisha. This will affect society in a good
way,' he said.

The initiative is envisioned to align with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 'Viksit Bharat' and Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi's "Viksit Odisha' vision, significantly contributing to the economic empowerment and confidence of
women across the state. (ANI)
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Headline

IIT Bhubaneswar-OLM partnership to transform rural women
enterprises in Odisha

Link
https://www.thebusinessbytes.com/post/iit-bhubaneswar-olm-
partnership-to-transform-rural-women-enterprises-in-odisha
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In a major push towards women-led entrepreneurship and rural economic empowerment, the Odisha
Livelihoods Mission (OLM) on Monday joined hands with Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)
Bhubaneswar through a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to provide incubation and modern business
support to rural women entrepreneurs across the state.

The MoU was exchanged at Mission Shakti Bhawan in the presence of Deputy Chief Minister and Minister
of Women & Child Development, Mission Shakti and Tourism, Pravati Parida. The partnership marks a
significant milestone in strengthening women-led enterprises under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission
(NRLM) through the Start-up Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP).

Under the initiative, IIT Bhubaneswar will serve as the incubation partner and provide comprehensive
support to growth-oriented rural enterprises, particularly those led by Self-Help Group (SHG) women. The
collaboration aims to equip entrepreneurs with modern business tools and expertise in areas such as business
planning, product development, quality enhancement, market linkages, financial access and professional
networking.
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According to officials, the programme will support at least 150 growth-oriented rural enterprises over the
next three years in line with the guidelines of the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana—National Rural Livelihoods
Mission (DAY-NRLM). The Ministry of Rural Development has approved an outlay of 210.70 crore for
the initiative, with 99 lakh already sanctioned to IIT Bhubaneswar in the first phase for implementation.

The incubation programme is expected to foster a vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem in Odisha and help
SHGs evolve into small and medium enterprises. Participating enterprises will receive assistance in
obtaining Udyam registration, statutory compliances and essential certifications required for business
establishment and expansion. IIT Bhubaneswar will also facilitate patent support and process certifications,
enabling select Odisha products to develop distinct market identities and enhance their competitiveness.

Addressing the gathering, Pravati Parida said the State Government is committed not only to making
women employable but also to nurturing them into successful entrepreneurs. She noted that the
collaboration with a premier institution like I[IT Bhubaneswar would open new avenues of growth for SHG
women and enable them to showcase their products in national and international markets through advanced
training and technical guidance.

Describing the initiative as a landmark step towards building a “Viksit Odisha,” she said it would
significantly strengthen women’s confidence, economic independence and leadership in enterprise
development.

During the programme, the Deputy Chief Minister also interacted with Mahalakshapati Didis and heard
inspiring accounts of their journeys from hardship to entrepreneurial success. The initiative is expected to
create new opportunities for women entrepreneurs while contributing to the vision of a “Viksit Bharat”
envisioned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the “Viksit Odisha” roadmap of Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi.

Among those present were Mission Shakti Commissioner-cum-Secretary Manasi Nimbhal, Mission Shakti
Director Monika Priyadarshini, senior officials of the Mission Shakti Department and Odisha Livelihoods
Mission, representatives of IIT Bhubaneswar, Lakhpati Didis and Mahalakshapati Didis. Officials and SHG
members from all districts of Odisha also participated virtually.
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OLM, IIT Bhubaneswar Ink Mou to Boost Rural Women Enterprises

Link
https://menafn.com/1111230645/0disha-OLM-IIT-Bhubaneswar-Ink-
Mou-To-Boost-Rural-Women-Enterprises

In a significant move to bolster rural women-led enterprises, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
was signed between the Odisha Livelihoods Mission (OLM) and IIT Bhubaneswar at the Mission Shakti
Bhawan on Monday. The exchange took place in the presence of the Deputy Chief Minister and Minister
of Women & Child Development, Pravati Parida.

Under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), an incubation programme is being launched
through the Start-up Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP) to support growth-oriented rural
enterprises across the State. IIT Bhubaneswar will serve as the incubation partner, providing support in
business planning, product development, quality enhancement, market linkages, access to finance, and
professional networking.

According to the guidelines of the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana National Rural Livelihoods Mission
(DAY-NRLM), at least 150 growth-oriented rural enterprises will be supported through the incubation
process over the next three years. The Union Ministry of Rural Development has approved an expenditure
0f %10.70 crore for this programme. In the first phase, 99 lakh has been sanctioned to IIT Bhubaneswar
for the implementation of the initiative.
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Empowering SHGs and Product Branding

The programme aims to create a vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem, enabling Self-Help Groups (SHGs) to
transform into small and medium enterprises. Furthermore, IIT Bhubaneswar will assist in securing
patents and process certifications to help create unique identities for select products from Odisha.

Government's Commitment to Women Entrepreneurs

Addressing the gathering, Deputy Chief Minister Pravati Parida stated that the government is committed
to nurturing women as successful entrepreneurs. "The collaboration with a premier institution like IIT
Bhubaneswar has opened new avenues of opportunity for SHG women. Through technical guidance and
advanced training, they will be able to position their products at national and international levels," she
said.

Highlighting the state's progress, Smt. Parida noted that Odisha has achieved its 'Lakhpati Didi' goal and
is now working towards the 'Crorepati Didi' target. She emphasised that the state currently has 23,000
'"Lakhpati Didis' and the administration aims to elevate them further. She added that all finances for these
initiatives will be managed by the department.

IIT Bhubaneswar's Commitment

Prof. Sripada Karmalkar, Director of IIT Bhubaneswar, expressed the institute's commitment to the
mission. "We are very happy that we will be able to help these 150 women entrepreneurs in Odisha. This
will affect society in a good way," he said.

Aligning with National and State Vision

The initiative is envisioned to align with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's "Viksit Bharat" and Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi's "Viksit Odisha" vision, significantly contributing to the economic
empowerment and confidence of women across the state. (ANI)
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IIT technical support for MSMASs
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9" June, 2026

Language

Odia

Headline

IIT technical support for MSMASs
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MoU signed between IIT Bhubaneswar and Odisha Livelihood mission
to convert self-help groups into MSMEs
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Headline

MoU signed between IIT Bhubaneswar and Odisha Livelihood mission
to convert self-help groups into MSMEs

Link
https://odishastand.com/iit-bhubaneswar-signs-mou-with-odisha-
livelihoods-mission-to-transform-shgs-into-msmes/

—

Bhubaneswar, 8"June 2026: In a significant step towards fostering entrepreneurship at the grassroots
level, IIT Bhubaneswar and the Odisha Livelihoods Mission (OLM) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding today, marking the launch of a structured incubation initiative aimed at transforming Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) into Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).

The MoU was exchanged between Prof. Shreepad Karmalkar, representing IIT Bhubaneswar, and Ms.
Pravati Parida, Deputy Chief Minister, Government of Odisha on 8" June 2026.Ms. Mansi Nimbhal, IAS,
Commissioner-cum-Secretary to Government, Department of Mission Shakti, Odisha; and Dr Monika
Priyadarshini, IAS, Director, Mission Shakti, also graced the occasion.

Under this initiative, each incubatee will receive end-to-end support for Udyam registration, regulatory
compliances, and enterprise certifications. IIT Bhubaneswar will also extend its technical expertise to file
patents and facilitate product certifications for select niche products of the state, aimed at building
distinctive regional recognition and market identity.

The project will be led by Dr. Nihar Ranjan Jena, Assistant Professor, and Dr. Dukhabandhu Sahoo,
Associate Professor, School of Humanities, Social Sciences and Management, IIT Bhubaneswar.

The initiative is expected to create a robust entrepreneurial ecosystem in Odisha, providing SHGs with the
institutional backing needed to scale their enterprises and integrate into the formal economy.
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Bhubaneswar, 8"June 2026: In a significant step towards fostering entrepreneurship at the grassroots
level, IIT Bhubaneswar and the Odisha Livelihoods Mission (OLM) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding today, marking the launch of a structured incubation initiative aimed at transforming Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) into Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).

The MoU was exchanged between Prof. Shreepad Karmalkar, representing IIT Bhubaneswar, and Ms.
Pravati Parida, Deputy Chief Minister, Government of Odisha on 8 June 2026.Ms. Mansi Nimbhal, 1AS,
Commissioner-cum-Secretary to Government, Department of Mission Shakti, Odisha; and Dr Monika
Priyadarshini, IAS, Director, Mission Shakti, also graced the occasion.

Under this initiative, each incubatee will receive end-to-end support for Udyam registration, regulatory
compliances, and enterprise certifications. IIT Bhubaneswar will also extend its technical expertise to file
patents and facilitate product certifications for select niche products of the state, aimed at building
distinctive regional recognition and market identity.

The project will be led by Dr. Nihar Ranjan Jena, Assistant Professor, and Dr. Dukhabandhu Sahoo,
Associate Professor, School of Humanities, Social Sciences and Management, IIT Bhubaneswar.

The initiative is expected to create a robust entrepreneurial ecosystem in Odisha, providing SHGs with the
institutional backing needed to scale their enterprises and integrate into the formal economy.




