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INDIAN Institute of Technology
(IIT) Bhubaneswar has been con-
ferred with the prestigious ‘Prakruti
Mitra Award 2025-26" by the
Khordha Forest Division in recogni-
tion of its exemplary contribution
towards environmental conserva-
tion, afforestation, and sustainable
campus development.

The Institute was nominated for
the award under the Jatni Block cat-
egory as part of the Van Mahotsava
2026 celebrations.

The award was received on
behalf of the Institute by Bamadev
Acharya, Registrar, 1T
Bhubaneswar, from Khordha MLA
Prasanta Kumar Jagadev in the pres-
ence of Manoj Mahapatra,

Divisional Forest Officer (DFO),
Khordha.

Also present on the occasion
were K. Rabin Kumar Dora,
Superintending  Engineer, [T
Bhubaneswar, and Kamireddy
Visweswara Reddy, Horticulturist,
IIT Bhubaneswar, who have played
a significant role in the Institute’s
green campus initiatives.

IIT Bhubaneswar has consistent-
ly demonstrated its commitment to
environmental sustainability

through large-scale plantation
drives, biodiversity conservation,
water resource management, and
the development of a vibrant green
campus. Spread across nearly 936
acres at the foothills of the historic
Barunei Hill, the Institute has nur-
tured over 50,000 trees, creating a
rich ecological habitat that supports
diverse flora and fauna while pro-
moting sustainable living practices.

The Khordha Forest Division
presents the Prakruti Mitra Award to
institutions and organizations that
have made outstanding contribu-
tions towards environmental protec-
tion, afforestation, and the promo-
tion of ecological awareness.

The recognition further rein-
forces IIT Bhubaneswar’s commit-
ment to building a sustainable and
environmentally responsible cam-
pus for future generations.
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IIT Bhubaneswar has received the prestigious Prakruti Mitra Award 2025-26 from the Khordha
Forest Division for its outstanding contribution to environmental conservation, afforestation, and
sustainable campus development.

The recognition came under the Jatni Block category during Van Mahotsava 2026 celebrations.

Registrar Bamadev Acharya accepted the award on behalf of the institute from Khordha MLA
Prasanta Kumar Jagadev in the presence of Divisional Forest Officer Shri Manoj Mahapatra.
Superintending Engineer K. Rabin Kumar Dora and Horticulturist Kamireddy Visweswara Reddy
also attended the ceremony, both instrumental in driving lIT Bhubaneswar's green campus
projects.

Spread across 936 acres at the foothills of Barunei Hill, IIT Bhubaneswar has nurtured over
50,000 trees, creating a thriving ecological habitat. The institute has consistently promoted
sustainability through plantation drives, biodiversity conservation, water resource management,
and eco-friendly infrastructure.

The Prakruti Mitra Award is presented annually to institutions and organisations that demonstrate
excellence in environmental protection and ecological awareness.
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Bhubaneswar : Indian Institute of Technology (lIT) Bhubaneswar has been conferred with the
prestigious ‘Prakruti Mitra Award 2025-26’ by the Khordha Forest Division in recognition of its
exemplary contribution towards environmental conservation, afforestation, and sustainable
campus development. The Institute was nominated for the award under the Jatni Block category
as part of the Van Mahotsava 2026 celebrations.

The award was received on behalf of the Institute by Shri Bamadev Acharya, Registrar, IIT
Bhubaneswar, from Shri Prasanta Kumar Jagadev, Hon’ble MLA, Khordha, in the presence of
Shri Manoj Mahapatra, Divisional Forest Officer (DFO), Khordha.

Also present on the occasion were Shri K. Rabin Kumar Dora, Superintending Engineer, IIT
Bhubaneswar, and Shri Kamireddy Visweswara Reddy, Horticulturist, [IT Bhubaneswar, who
have played a significant role in the Institute’s green campus initiatives.

IIT Bhubaneswar has consistently demonstrated its commitment to environmental sustainability
through large-scale plantation drives, biodiversity conservation, water resource management, and
the development of a vibrant green campus. Spread across nearly 936 acres at the foothills of
the historic Barunei Hill, the Institute has nurtured over 50,000 trees, creating a rich ecological
habitat that supports diverse flora and fauna while promoting sustainable living practices.

The Khordha Forest Division presents the Prakruti Mitra Award to institutions and organizations
that have made outstanding contributions towards environmental protection, afforestation, and
the promotion of ecological awareness. The recognition further reinforces IIT Bhubaneswar’s
commitment to building a sustainable and environmentally responsible campus for future
generations.
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In a major recognition of its dedication to ecological sustainability, the Indian Institute of
Technology (lIT) Bhubaneswar has been awarded the prestigious ‘Prakruti Mitra Award 2025—
26’. The accolade, presented by the Khordha Forest Division, honors the premier technical
institute for its outstanding contributions to environmental conservation, mass afforestation and
green campus development. IIT Bhubaneswar earned the nomination under the Jatni Block
category as part of the state’s Van Mahotsava 2026 celebrations.

Shri Bamadev Acharya, Registrar of IIT Bhubaneswar, formally accepted the award on behalf of
the Institute from the Hon’ble MLA of Khordha, Shri Prasanta Kumar Jagadev. The presentation
took place in the presence of Shri Manoj Mahapatra, Divisional Forest Officer (DFO), Khordha.
Key members of the institute’s green team, including Superintending Engineer Shri K. Rabin
Kumar Dora and Horticulturist Shri Kamireddy Visweswara Reddy, were also in attendance to
mark the achievement, reflecting their pivotal roles in steering the campus’s eco-friendly
programs.

The award highlights [IT Bhubaneswar’'s continuous efforts to embed sustainability into its
infrastructure through expansive tree plantation drives, local biodiversity preservation, efficient
water resource management and the upkeep of a thriving ecosystem. Nestled across 936 acres
at the foothills of the historic Barunei Hill, the campus is home to more than 50,000 nurtured trees,
providing a vast ecological habitat for regional flora and fauna while fostering sustainable living
among its academic community. Given annually by the Khordha Forest Division to celebrate
exceptional leadership in environmental protection and ecological awareness, this award
strengthens IIT Bhubaneswar’s resolve to build an environmentally responsible haven for future
generations of students and researchers.
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Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bhubaneswar has been conferred with the prestigious ‘Prakruti
Mitra Award 2025-26’ by the Khordha Forest Division. This honor comes in recognition of the
Institute’s exemplary contribution towards environmental conservation, afforestation and
sustainable campus development. Nominated under the Jatni Block category, the accolade was
presented to the Institute as part of the ongoing Van Mahotsava 2026 celebrations.

The award was received on behalf of the Institute by Shri Bamadev Acharya, Registrar, IIT
Bhubaneswar. The presentation was made by Shri Prasanta Kumar Jagadev, Hon’ble MLA,
Khordha, in the presence of Shri Manoj Mahapatra, Divisional Forest Officer (DFO), Khordha.
Other key officials present at the ceremony included Shri K. Rabin Kumar Dora, Superintending
Engineer and Shri Kamireddy Visweswara Reddy, Horticulturist, both of whom have played a
significant role in leading the Institute’s green campus initiatives.

IIT Bhubaneswar has consistently demonstrated its commitment to environmental sustainability
through large-scale plantation drives, biodiversity conservation, water resource management and
the development of a vibrant green campus. Spread across nearly 936 acres at the foothills of
the historic Barunei Hill, the Institute has nurtured over 50,000 trees, successfully creating a rich
ecological habitat that supports diverse flora and fauna while promoting sustainable living
practices. The Khordha Forest Division presents the Prakruti Mitra Award annually to institutions
and organizations that show outstanding dedication toward environmental protection,
afforestation and the promotion of ecological awareness. This recognition further reinforces IIT
Bhubaneswar’s long-term commitment to building a sustainable and environmentally responsible
campus for future generations.
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